http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

144 BUFFON'S

of calcined metal and mountains composed of
amalgamas of different metals. |

This is sufficient to shew the system which M.
Bourguet meditated ; to divine in this manner
the past, and predict the future, nearly as others
have predicted, does not appear to me to be an
effort of judgment : this author however had more
erudition than sound and general views: he ap-
pears to be deficient in that capaciousness of
1deas necessary to follow the extent of the sub-
ject, and enable him to comprehend the chain
of causes and effects.

In the acts of Leipsic, in 1783 p. 40, the fa-
mous Leibnitz published a scheme of quite a
different system, under the title of Protoguaea.
The earth, according to Bourguet and others,
mustend by fire ; according to Leibnitz it began
by it,-and has suffered many more changes and
revolutions than 1s imagined. The greatest part
of the terrestrial matter was surrounded by vio-
lent flames at the time when Moses says light
was divided from darkness. The planets, - as
well as the earth, were fixed stars, luminous of
themselves. After having burnt a long time,
he pretends that they were extinguished for

want of combustible matter, and are become
The fire, by melting the mat-

opaque bodies.
ter,
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