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ter, produced a vitrified crust, and the basis of
all the matter which composes the globe is
glass, of which sand and gravel are only frag-
ments. The other kinds of earth are formed
from a mixture of this sand, with fixed salts
and water, and when the crust cooled, the
humid particles, which were raised i form of
vapours, subsided, and formed the seas. They at
first covered the whole surface of the globe, and
even surmounted the highest mountains. Ac-
cording to thisauthor, the shells and other wrecks
of the sea, which are every where to be found,
positively prove that the sea has covered the
whole earth; and the great quantity of fixed
salts, sand, and other melted and calcined mat-
{ers, which are included m the bowels of the
earth, prove that the couflagration had been
ceneral, and that it preceded the existence of
the sea. Although these opinions are void of
proofs, theyare evidently the produce of a power-
ful mind. The ideas have connection, the hypo-
theses are not absolutely impossible, and the
consequences that may be drawn from them
are not contradictory: but the grand defect of
this theory is, that it is not applicable to the
present state of the earth ; it is the past which
it explans, and this past is so far back, and has
left us so few remains, that we may say what
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