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and demonstrate that it could only have been
performed by the first cause, the will of the
Almighty.

Besides, it 1s certaiu that it was neither at one
time, nor by the effect of the deluge, that the
sea left dry these continents which we inhabit : for
it is clear from the testimony of holy writ, that
the terrestrial paradise was in Asia, and that
Asia was inhabited before the deluge; conse-
quently the sea, at that tune, did not cover this
considerable part of the globe. The earth,
before the deluge, was nearly as it 1s at present,
and this enormous quantity of water, which
divine justice caused to fall on the earth to
punish guilty men, brought in fact, death on
every creature; but it produced no change on the -
surface of the earth, it did not even destroy
plants which grew upon it, since the dove
brought an olive branch to the ark m her
beak. |
Why, then, imagine, as many of our
paturalists have done, that this water totally
changed the surface of the globe even to a depth
of two thousand feet? Why do they wish it
to be the deluge which brought the shells on
the earth which we meet with at 7 or 8CC

feet depth m rocks and marble ? Why say, that
the
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