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the hills and mountains were formed at that
time! And how can we figure to ourselves,
that it is possible for these waters to have brought
masses and banks of shells one hundred leagues
long ? I see not how they can persist in this
opinion, at least, without admitting a double
miracle in the deluge; the first, for the aug-
mentation of the waters; and the second, for
the transportation of the sheils: but as there
is only the first which 1s related in the Bible, I
do not think 1t necessary to make the second an

article of our creed. |
On the the other hand, 1f the waters of the
deluge had retived all at once, they would have
carried so great a quantity of mud and other
impurities, that the Earth would not have been
capable of culture till many ages after this -
undation ; as 1s known, by the deluge which
happened in Greece, where the overflowed coun-
try was totally forsaken, and could not receive
any cultivation for more than three centuries ¥,
We ought therefore to regard tlre universal de-
luge as a supernataral means of which the Al-
mighty made use for the chastisement of man-
kind, and not as an effect of a natural cause.
The umversal deluge is a miracle both in its
' calse

* See Acta erudit, Lips.  Anu. 1691, page 100.
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