http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

152 BULFFONS

causc and cffects; we sce clearly by the seriptare
that it was designed for the destruction of men
and animals, aud that it did not in any manuer
change the eartn, for after the retreat of the
waters, the mountans, and even the trees, were
m themwr placces, and the surtace of the earth
Was proper to re eewve culture and to pmdti{*e
vines and fruats. How ceuld ali the race of
fish, which did not enter the ark, be preserved,
if the earth had been dissolved mn the water,
or 1f the waters had been onlyv suficiently
agitated to transport shells from India to Le-
rope, &c.

Nevertheless, this supposition, that it was
the universal detuge which transported the shells
of the sea mto every climate, is the opinioi, crras
ther the superstition of nataralists.  Woodward,
Scheuchtzer, and some others, call these petrined
shells the remains of the deluge; they look
on them as the medals and mounuments which
God has left us of this terrible event, m ordes
that it never should be effaced from the memory
of the humanwace. fu short, they have adopted
thishy pothesm with S0 much enthusiasim, that they

appear only dcsunus to reconcile holy sulptmc
with their opmlon ; and instead of making use
of their observations, and deriving light there-
froin
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