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In 725 there may be said to have been no

summer, it rained almost continually; and the

ice of the northern sea was not only not melted

in April in the 67th degree, but even was it

found the 15th of June towards the 41st and

42d degree*.
A great quantity of floating ice appears in

the northern,. sea, especially at some distance

from land. It comes from the Tartarian sea

into that of Nova Zembla, and other parts

of the frozen ocean. I have been assured by

people of credit, that an English Captain,

named Monson, instead seeking a passage

between the northern land to go to China, di

rected his course strait to the pole, and had

approached it within two degrees; that in this

course he had found an open sea, without any

ice, which proves that the ice is formed near

land, and never in open sea; for if we should

suppose, against all probablity, that it might

be cold enough at the pole to freeze over the

surface of the sea, it is still not conceiveable

how these enormous floating mountains of ice

could be formed, if they did not find a fixed

-point against land, from whence afterwards

they were loosened by the heat of the sun.

The two vessels which the East India Com

pany
0 See the Hist. of *h. A cad, Axn. 1725,
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