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more as at 8o or 82 degrees, the surface of
the séa, although mixed with much snow and

~fresh water, is only frozen near the shore.
By collecting the testimonies of travellers, on
the passage from Europe to China, it appears
that one does exist by the north sea; and the
reason it has-been so often attempted in vain
is, because they have always feared to go
sufficiently far from land, and approach the
pole.

Captain William Barents, who, as well as
others, run aground in his voyage, yet did not
doubt but there was a passage, and that if he had
gonc farther from shore, he should have found
an open sca free from ice: The Russian navi-
gators, sent by the Czar to survey the north
seas, relate that Nova Zembla is not an island,
but belonging to the continent of Tartary, and
that to the north of it is a free and open sea.
A Dutch navigator asserts, that the sea throws
up whales on the coasts of Corea and Japan,
which have English and Dutch harpoons on
their backs. Another Dutchman has pre~
tended to have been at the pole, and asserts it
is as warm there as it is at Amsterdam in the
middle of the summer. An Englishman,
named Golding, who made more than thirty
voL. I. Z voyages
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