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NATURAL HISTORY. e

therefore we may presume that we should also
find men united by the bands of society in the
- upper countries, from whencc these great ri-
vers, which bring this prodigious ice to the
sea, derive their sources.

The interior parts of Africa are unknown to
us, almost as much as they were to the ancients :
they had, like us, made the tour of that vast
peninsula, but they have left us neither charts,
nor descriptions of the coasts. Pliny informs.
us, that the tour of Africa was made in the
time of Alexander the Great, that the wrecks
of some Spanish vessels had been discovered in
the Arabian sea, and that Hanno, a Carthagi-
nian general, had made a voyage from Gades
to the Arabian sea, and that he had written a
relation of it. DBesides that, he says Cornelius
Nepos tells us that in his time one Ludoxus,
persecuted by the king Lathurus, was obliged
to fly from his country ; that departing from
the Arabian gulph, he arrived at Gades, and
that before this time they traded from Spain to
Lthiopia by sea *.  Notwithstanding these tes-
timonics of the ancients, we are persuaded that
they never doubled the Cape of Good Hope,
and the course which the Portugucse took the

first

* Vide Pliny, Hist, Nat, Vol. 1. Iib. .
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