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NATURAL HISTORY. 178

coast of Syria, are nailed and not joined in this
manner *.”’ ‘

To this the translator of this ancient rela-
tion adds.— "

‘ Abuziel remarks, as a2 new and very ex-
traordinary thing, that a vessel was carried
from the Indian sea, and cast on the coasts of
Syria. To find a passage into the Mediterra-
nean, he supposes there is a great extent above
China, which has a communication with the
Cozar sea, that 1s, with Muscovia, The sea
which is below Cape Cwrent, was entirely
unknown to the Arabs, by reason of the ex-
treme danger of the navigation, and from the
continent being inhabited by such a barbarous
peonle, that it was not casy to subject them,
nor even to civilize them by commerce. From
the Cape of Good Hope to Soffala, the Por-
tuguese found no established settlement of
Moors, like those in all the maritime towns as
far as China, which was the farthest plate
known to geographers; but they could not
tell whether the Chinese sea, by the extremity
of Africa, had a communication with the sea
of Barbary, and they contented themselves

with

* See the ancient relations of travels by land to China,
page 58 and 54
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