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with describing it as far as the coast of Zing,

or Caifraria. ,f1 is the reason why we can

not doubt but that the first discovery of the pas

sage of this sea, by the Cape of Good Hope,

was made by the Europeans, under the conduct

of Vasco de Gama, or at least some years be

fore he doubled the Cape, if it is true there are

marine charts of an older date, where the

Cape is called by the name of Frontiera du

Africa. Antonio Galvin testifies, from the

relation of Francisco dc Sousa Tavares, that,

in 1528, the Infant Don Ferdinand shewed

him such a chart, which he found in the mo

nastery of Acoboca, dated 120 years before,

copied perhaps from that said to be in the trea

sury of St. Mark, at Venice, which also marks

the point of Africa, according to the testimony

of Ramnsio, &c

The ignorance of those ages, on the subject

of the navigation around Africa, will appear

perhaps less singular than the silence of the

editor of this ancient relation on the subject of

the passages of Herodotus, Pliny, &c. which

we have quoted, and which proves the ancients

had made the tour of Africa.

Be it as it may, the African coasts are now

well known but whatever attempts have been

made
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