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o
more than four or five hundred leagues < it has
even been pretended that this tract was much
shorter, for in the Amsterdam Gazette, of the
24th of January, 1747, it is said, under the
article of Petersburgh, that Mr. Stalleravoit
had discovered one of these A.nerican islands
beyond Kamschatca, and demonstrated that we
might go tiither from Russia by a shorter
tract. The Jesuits, and other missionaries,
have also pretended to have discovered savages
in | artary, whom they had catechised in Ame-
rica, which should in fact suppose that passage
to be still shorter *. This author even pretends,
that the two continents of the old and new:
world join by the north, and says, that the last
navigations of the Japanese afford room to
judge, that the tract of which we have spokenis
only a bay, above which we may pass by land
from Asia to America. But this requires con-
firmation, for hitherto it has been thought that
the continent of the north pole is separated from
the other continents, as well as that of the south
pole.

Astronomy and Navigation are carried to so

high a pitch of perfection, that it may reason-
| ably

See the His}. of New France, by the Pere Charlevoix
Vol, IIL. page 30 and 31.
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