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and even dead bodies, which by many marks
were discovered to be neither European nor
African. Columbus himself remarked, that
on the side of the west certain winds blew only
a few days, and which he was persuaded were
land winds ; but although he had all these ad-
vantages over the ancients, and the knowledge
of the compass, the difficulties still to conquer
were so great, that there was only the success
he met with which could justify the enterprise.
Suppose, for a moment, that the continent of
the new world had been 1000 or 1500 miles
farther than it in fact is, a thing with Colum-~
bus could neither know nor foresee, he would
not have arrived there, and perhaps this great
country might still have remained unknown.
This conjecture is so much the bettter founded,
as Columbus, although the most able navi~
gator of his time, was seized with fear and
astonishment in his second voyage to the new
world ; for as in his first, he only found some
islands, he directed his course more to the
south to discover a continent, and was stopt by
currents, the considerable extent and direction
of which always opposed his course, and obligs
ed him to direct his search to the west; he

imagined. that what had hindered him from
' . advancing
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