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186 BUFFON’s

water § or Goo feet deep, produced. by the con-
densation of the vapours, when the globe began
to cool. 'This water every where deposited a
muddy bed, mixed with waters which sublime
and exhale by the fire; and the air was formed of
the most subtile vapours, which, by their light-
ness, disengaged themselves from the waters,and
surmounted them. ;

Such was the state of the globe when the
altion of the tides, the winds, and the heat of
the sun, began to change the surface of the
earth. The diurnal motion, and the flux and
reflux, at first raised the waters under the
southern climate, which carried with them
mud, clay, and sand, and by raising the parts of
the equator, they by degrees perhaps lowered
those of the poles about two leagues, as we be-
fore mentioned ; for the waters soon reduced
into powder the pumice stones and other spon-
geous parts of the vitrified matter that were at
the surface, they hollowed some places, and
raised others, which in course of time became
continents, and produced all the ine‘quali- '
ties, and which are more considerable towards
the equator than the poles ; for the highest
mountains are between the tropics and the

middle of the temperate zones, and the lowest
are
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