
138 13UFF6N3s

meteors. These vapours are therefore blended

with aqueous, aerial, sulphurous and terrestrial

particles, &c. and it is the solid and earthy

particles which form the mud or slime we are

now speaking of. When rain water is suffered to

rest, a sediment is formed at bottom; and hav

ing collthed a quantity, if it is suffered to stand

and corrupt, it produces a kind of mud which

falls to the bottom of the vessel. Dew produces
much more ofthis mud than rain water, which

is greasy, uncuous, and of a reddish colour.

The first strata of the earth is composed of

this mud, mixed with perished vegetable or ani-

mal parts, or rather stony and sandy particles.
We may remark that almost all land proper for

cultivation is reddish, and more or less mixed

wth these different matters; the particles of

sand or stone found there are of two kinds, the

one coarse and heavy, the other fine and some

times impalpable. The largest comes from

the lower strata loosened in cultivating the

earth, or rather the upper mould, by penetrat

ing into the lower, which is of sand ad other

divided matters, and forms those earths we call

fat and fertile. The finer sort proceeds from

the air, and falls with dew and rain, and mixes

intimately with the soil. This is properly
the
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