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the residue of the powder, which the wind con

tinually raises from the surface of the earth,

and which falls again after having imbibed the

humidity of the air. When the earth predo

minates, and the stony and sandy parts are

but few, the earth is then reddish and fertile:

if it is mixed with a considerable quantity of

perished, animal or vegetable substances, it is

blackish, and often more fertile than the first;

but if the mould is only in a small quantity,
as well as the animal or vegetable parts, the

earth is white and sterile, and when the sandy,

stony, or cretaceous parts which compose these

sterile lands, are mixed with a sufficient quan

tity of perished animal or vegetable substances,

they form the black and lighter earths, but

have little fertility; so that according to the

different combinations of these three different

matters, the land is more or less fecund and

differently coloured.

To fix some ideas relative to these stratas;

let us take, for example, the earth of

Many-la-vile,where the pits are very decep: it is a high.

country, but flat and fertile, and its strata lie

arranged horizontally. I had samples brought
me of all these strata which M. Dalibard, an

able botanist, versed in different sciences, had

dug
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