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mud, clay, and other matters. ‘When the
land was raised above the waters, plants would
begin to grow, and it was then that the dust in
the rain or dew by degrees added to its substance
and gave it a reddish colour ; this thickness and
fertility was soon augmented by culture; by
digging and dividing its surface, and thus giv-
ing to the dust, in the dew or rain, the facility
of more deeply penetrating it, which at last
produced that bed of free earth thirteen feet
thick.

I shall not here examine whether the reddish
colour of vegetable earth proceeds from the
iron which is contained in the earths that are
deposited by the rains and dews, but being of
importance, shall take notice of it when we
come to treat of minerals; it 1s sufficient to
have explained our conception of the formation
of the superficial strata of the earth, and by
other examples we shall prove, that the forma-
tion of the interior strata, can only be the work
of the waters.

'The surface of the globe, says Woodward,
this external stratum on which men and animals
walk, which serves as a magazine for the for-
mation of vegetables and animals, is, for the
greatest part, composed of vegetable or animal
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