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NATURAL HISTORY. 199

This author does not say-how he learnt, or
by whom he was told, that the strata of Peru
contained shells ; yet as in general his obser-
vations are exact, I do not doubt but he was
well informed ;3 and am persuaded that shells
may be found in the earth of Peru, as well as
elsewhere. This remark is made from a doubt
having been formed some time since on the

subject, and which I shall hereafter consider.

 In atrench made at Amsterdam, to the depth
of 230 feet, the strata were found as follows:
7 feet of vegetable earth, 9 of turf, 9 of soft
clay, 8 of sand, 4 of earth, 10 of clay, 4 of
earth, 10 of sand, then 2 feet clay, 4 of white
sand, ¢ of dry earth, 1 of soft earth, 14 of sand,
8 of argil, mixed with earth; 4 of sand, mixed
with shells; then clay 102 feet thick, and at
- last 31 feet of sand, at which depth they ccased
digging*.

It is very singular to dig so deep without
meeting with water : and this circumstance is
remarkable in many particulars. 1. It shews,
that the water of the sea does not communicate
with the interior part of the earth, by means
of filtration. 2. That shells are found at the
depth of 100 feet below the surface, and that

consequently

* See Varennii, Geograph. General, page 46.
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