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200 BUFFON’S

consequently the soil of Holland has been raised

100 feet by the sediment of the sea. 3. We

may draw an induction, that this strata of thick

clay of 102 feet, and the bed of sand below it,

in which they dug to 31 feet, and whose entire

thickness is unknown, are perhaps not very far

distant from the first strata of the original earth,
such as it was before the motion of the water

had changed its surface. We have said in the

first article, that if we desired to find the ancient

earth, we should dig in the northern countries,

rather than towards the south ; in plains rather

than in mountainous regions. The circum-

stances in this instance, appear to be nearly so,

only it is to be wished they had continued the

digging to a greater depth, and that the author

had informed us, whether there were not shells
and other marine productioens, in the last bed of
clay, and in that of sand below it. The expe-

riment confirms what we have already said ;

and the more we dig, the greater thickness we

shall find the strata.

The earth is composed of parallel and hori-
zontal beds, not only in plains, but hills and
mountains are in general composed after the
same manner : it may be said, that the strata
in hills and mountains are more apparent there

than
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