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NATURAL HISTORY. 201

than inthe plains, because the plains are generally
covered with a very considerable quantity of
sand and earth, which the water has brought
from the higher grounds, and therefore, to find
the ancient strata, we must dig deeper in the
plains than in the mountains.

I have often observed, that when a mountain
1s level at its summit, the strata which com-
pose it are also level ; but if the summit is not
placed horizontally, the strata inclines also in
the same direction. I have heard that, in ge-
neral, the beds of quarries inclined a little to
the east ; but having myself observed all the
chains of rocks which offered, I discovered this
opinion to be erroneous, and that the strata
inclines to the same side as the hill, whether it
be east, west, north, or south. When we dig
stone and marble from the quarrv, we take
great care to separate them according to their
natural position, and we cannot even get them
of alarge size, if we cut them in any other
direction. Where they are made use of for
good masonry, the workmen are particular in
placing them as they stood in the quarry, for
if they were placed in any other direction, they
would split, and would not resist the weight
with which they are loaded. This perfectly
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