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vaults were supported for a time, but at length
sunk in suddenly : then the waters must have
fallen into these vacancies, filled them, and left
naked a part of the earth’s surface, which be-
came an agreeable abode to terrestrial animals
and birds. The shells found in quarries per-
fectly agree with this idea, for only the bony
parts of fish could be preserved till now. In
general, shells are heaped up in great abun-
dance in certain parts of the sea, where they
are immovable, and form a kind of rock, and
could not follow the water, which suddenly
forsook them : this is the reason that we find
more shells than bones of the fish, and this
even proves a sudden fall of the sea into its pre-
sent basins. At the same time as our supposed
vaults gave way, it 1s very possible that other
parts of the globe were raised by the same
cause, and that mountains were placed on this
surface with quarries already formed, but the
beds of these quarries could not preserve the
horizontal direction they before had, unless the
mountains were raised precisely perpendicular
to the surface of the earth, which could happen
but very seldom: so also, as we have already
observed, 1n 1705, the beds of stone in moun-
tains are always inclined te the horizon, though

parallel
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