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parallel with each other; for they have not
changed their position with respect to each
other, but only with respect to the surface of
the earth®.

These parallel strata, these beds of earth
and stone, which have been formed by the se-
diment of the sea, often extend to considerable
distances, and we often find in hills, separated
by a valley, the same beds and the same mat-
ters - at the same level. 'This observation
agrees perfectly with that of the height of the
opposite hills. We may easily be assured of
the truth of these facts, for in all narrow val-
lies, where rocks are discovered, we shall
find the same beds of stone and marble on
both sides at the same height. In a country
where I frequently reside, | found a quarry
of marble which extended more than 12 leagues
in length, and whose breadth was very con-
siderable, although I have never been able
precisely to determineit. I have often observed
‘that this bed of marble is throughout of the
same thickness, and in hills divided from this
quarry by a valley of 100 feet depth, and a quar-
ter of a mile in breadth, I found the same bed
of marble at the same height. Iam persuaded

| it
¥ See the Mem. of the Acad. 1716, page 14
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