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it is the same in every stone and marble quarry

where shells are found; but this observation

does not hold good in quarries of freestone.

In the course of this work, we shall give rea

sons for this difference, and describe why free

stone is not dispersed, like other matters, in

horizontal beds, and why it is in irregular

blocks, both in form and position.

We have likewise observed that the strata

are the same on both sides the straits of the sea.

This observation, which is important, may lead

us to discover the lands and islands which have

been separated from the continent; it proves,

for example, that England has been divided

from France; Spain from Africa; Sicily from

Italy; and it is to be wished that the same ob

servation had been made in all the straits. I am

persuaded that we should find it almost every

where true. We do not know whether the

same beds of stone are found at the same

height on both sides the straits of Magellan,

which is the longest; but we see, by the parti

cular maps and exact charts, that the two high

coasts which confine it, form nearly, like the

mountains of the earth, correspondent angles,

which also proves that the Terra del Fuega,

must be regarded as part of the continent of

America;
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