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America; it is the same with Forbisher’s Strait
and the island of Friesland, which appear to have
been divided from the continent of Greenland.

- The Maldivian islands are only separated by
small tracts of the sea, on each side of which
banks and rocks are found composed of the
same materials; and these islands, which, taken
together, are near 200 miles long, formed
anciently only one land ; they are now divided
into I 3 provinces, called Clusters. Each cluster
contains a great number.of small islands, most
of which are sometimes overflowed and some-
times dry; but what is remarkable, these thir-
teen clusters are each surrounded with a chain
of rocks of the same stone, and there are only
three or four dangerous inlets by which they
can be entered. They are all placed one after
the other, and it evidently appears that these
islands were formerly a long mountain capped
with rocks¥.

Many authors, as Verstegan, Twine, Som-
ner, and especially Campbell, in his Descrip-
tion of Ehgland, in the chapter of Kent, gives
very strong reasons, to prove that England was
formerly joined to France, and has been sepa-
rated from it by an effort of the sea, which

carried

¥ Sce the Voyvages of I'rancis Piriard, vol. 1, page 108,
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