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¢heless, may we not compare great with small ?
and since the rocks of little mountains, whose
bases are to be seen, rest on the earth less heavy
and solid than stone, may we not suppose that
earth is also the base of high mountains? All
that I have here to prove by these arguments
is, that, by the motion of the waters, it-may
naturally happen that the more ponderous mat-
ters accumulated on the lighter; and that, if
this in fact is found to be so in most hills, 1t is
probable that it happened as explained by my
theory but should it be objected that Iam
not grounded in supposing, that before the for-
mation of mountains the heaviest matters were
below the lighter; I answer, that I assert,
nothing general in this respect, because this
effect may have been produced in many man-
ners, whether the heaviest matters were upper-
most or undermost, or placed indiscriminately.
To conceive how the sea at first formed 2
mountain of clay, and afterwards capt it with
rocks, it is sufficient to consider the sediments
may successively come from different parts,
and that they might be of different materials.
In some parts, the sea may at first have deposited
sediments of clay, and the waters afterwards
brought sediment of strong matter, either be-
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