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216 : BUFFON’s

larly clay, may be converted into glass, and are
consequently only decomposed glass. If the
fire suddenly causes the form of these substances
to change, by vitrifying them, glass itself,
whether pure, or in the form of sand or flint,
naturally, but by a slow and insensible progress,
changes into clay.

‘Where flint 1s the predominant stone, the
country is generally strewed with parts of it,
and if the place is uncultivated, and these stones
have been long exposed to the air,” without
having been stirred, their upper superficies is
always white, whereas the opposite side, which
touches the earth, is very brown, and pre-
serves its natural colour. . If these flints are
broken, we shall perceive that the whiteness
is not only external, but penetrates internally,
and there forms a kind of band, not very deep
in some, but which in others occupies almost
the whole flint. This white part is somewhat
grainy, entirely opaque, as soft as freestone,
and adheres to the tongue like the boles;
whereas the other part i1s smooth, has neither
thread nor grain, and preserves its natural
colour, transparency, and hardness. If this
flint is put into a furnace, its white part be-
comes of a brick colour, and its brown part
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