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Venice and Russia, which are as ductile and vi-
trifiable as clay : and it appears to me, that talk
is a mediate between glass, or transparent flint,
and clay ; whereas coarse and impure flint, by
decomposing, passes to clay without any inter-
medium.

Our factitious glass undergoes the same alte-
rations: it decomposes and perishes, as it were,
in the air. At first it assumes a variety of co-
lours, then exfoliates, and by working it, we
perceive brilliant scales fall off ; but when its.
decomposition is more advanced, 1t crumbles
between the fingers, and is reduced into a very
white fine talky powder. Art has even imi-
tated nature in the decomposition of glass and
flint. ¢ Est etiam certa methodus solius aquz
communis ope, silices & arenam.in liquorem
viscosum, eumdemque in sal viride convertendj,
& hoc in aleum rubicundum, &c. Solius ignis
& aqua ope, speciali experimento, durissimos
quosque lapides in mucorem resalvo, qui dis-
tillan subtilem spiritum exhibet & oleum nullus
laudibus preedicabile®.”

‘These matters more particularly belong to
metals, and when we come to them, shall be
fully treated on, therefore we shall content our-

| selves
* See Becher. Phys. subter.
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