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present become only too common, and the con-
sequences drawn from them too incontestible.
¢ Notwithstanding this, the observations pre-
sented by M. Reaumer must appear wonder-
ful. He discovered a mass of 130 million,
680 thousand cubical fathoms of shells, either
whole or in fragments, without any mixture of
stone, earth, sand, or other extraneous matter :
hitherto fossil shells have never appeared in such
an enormous quantity, nor without mixture.
It is in Touraine this prodigious mass is found,
more than 36 leagues from the sea; this is per-
fectly known there, as the farmers of that pro-
vince make use of these shells, which they dig
up, as manure for their lands, to fertilize their
plains, which otherwise would be absolutely
sterile.
¢« What is dug from the earth, and which ge-
nerallyis no morethan eight ornine feet deep,are
only small fragments of shells, very di?tingtiish-
able as fragments, for they retain their original
channels and hollows, having only lost their
gloss and colour, as almost all shells do which
we find in the earth. The smallest pieces,
which are only dust, are sgll distinguishable
because they are perfectly of the same matter
as
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