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tations, and all kinds of stone that dissOlve by

fire. It is no ways doubtful that these mat-

ters are not modern, and that they every day

grow. Tuffa is only a mass of lapidific matter

in which we perceive no distinct strata: this

matter is disposed generally in small hollow

cylinders, irregularly grouped and formed by

waters dropt at the foot of mountains, or on

the slope of hills, which contain beds of marl

or soft and calcareous earth; these cylinders,

which make one of the specific characters of

this kind of tuffa, is either oblique or vertical

according to the direction of the streams or wa

ter which form them. These sort of spurious

quarries have no continuation; their extent is

very confined, and proportionate to the height

of the mountains which furnish them with the

matter of their growth. The tuffa every day re

ceiving lapidific juices, those small cylindrical

columns, between which intervals are left,

close at last, and the whole becomes one com

pact body, but never acquires the hardness of

stone, and is what Agricola terms Marga tofocea

fistulosa. In this tuffa are generally found im...

pressions of leaves, trees, and plants, like those

which grow in the environs: terrestrial shells

also are often met with, but never any of the

marine
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