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marine kind. The tuffa is certainly therefore
a new matter, which must be ranked with sta-
lactites, incrustations, &c. all these new matters
are kinds of spurious stones, formed at the ex-
pence of the rest, but which never arrive at
true petrification.

Crystal, precious stones, and all those which
have a regular figure, even small flints formed
by concentrical beds, whether found in perpen-
dicular cavities of rocks, or elsewhere, are
only exudations of large flints, or concrete
juices of the like matters, and are therefore
spurious stones, and real stalactites of flint or
rock.

Shells are never found either in rock, gra-
nate, or free-stone, although they are often met
with in vitrifiable sand, from which these mat-
ters . derive their origin; this seems to prove
that sand cannot unite to form free-stone or

- rock but when it is pure, and that if it is
mixed with shells or substances of other kinds,
~which are heterogeneous to it, its union 1is
prevented. I have observed the little pebbles
which are often found in beds of sand mixed
with shells, but never found any shell therein :
these pebbles are real concretions of free-stone

formed in the sand in the places where it is not
. | _ - mixed
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