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inhabitants of towns and villages, and that

Loubere relates in his Voyage to Siam, that the

monkies of the Cape of Good Hope, continually
amuse themselves with carrying shells from

the sea shores to the tops of the mountains;

but that cannot resolve the question, why these

shells are dispersed over all the earth, and even

in the interior parts of mountains, where they
are deposited in beds like those in the bottom

ofthe sea."

On reading an Italian letter on the changes

happened to the terrestrial globe, printed at

Paris in the year 1746, I was surprised to find

these sentiments of Loubere exactly corre

sponded. Petrified fish, according to this

writer, are only fish rejected from the Roman

tables, because they were not esteemed whole

some ; and with, respect to fossil-shells, he

says the pilgrims of Syria brought, during

the times of the Crusades, those of the

Levant Sea, into France, Italy, and other

Christian states; why has he not added that

it was the monkies who transjorted the shells

to the. tops of these mountains, which were

never inhabited by men? This would not have

spoiled but rendered his explanation still more

probable.
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