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marble is formed, had a' corrosive virtue not
proper to preserve them. But at Corondel,
where the roeks approach nearer our free-stone,
I found many shells, as also a very singular sea
muscle, of the descoid kind, but closer and
rounder. The ruins of the little village Ain
le Mousa, and many canals which conduct the
water thereto, furnish numbers of fossil shells.
The ancient walls of Suez, and what yet re-
mains of its harbour, have been constructed of
the same materials, which seem to have been
taken from the same quarry. Between, as well
as on all the mountains, eminences and hills of
Lybia, near Egypt, we meet with a great quan-
tity of sea weed, as well as vivalvous shells,
and of these which terminate in a point, most
of which are exactly conformable to the kinds
at present caught in the Red Sea.

'The moving sand in the neighbourhood of
Ras Sem, in the kingdom of Barca, covers many
palm trees with petrifications. Ras Sem sig-
nifies the head of a fish, and is what we term
the petrified village, where it is said men, wo-
men, and children are found, who with their
cattle, furniture, &c. have been converted into
stone ; but these, says Shaw, are vain tales and
fables, as I have not only learnt from M. le
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