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there are more of those of our coasts than of
others: for example, most of the cockles,
muscles, oysters, ear-shells, limpets, nautili,
stars, tubulites, corals, madrepores, &c. found
in so many places, are certainly the produc-
tions of our seas; and though a great number
appear which are foreign or unknown, the cornu
ammonis, the lapides juduica, &c. yet I am
convinced, from repeated observations, that
the number of these kinds is small in comparison
with the shells of our own coasts: besides, what
composes the bottom of almost all our marble
and lime-stone but madrepores, astroites, and
all those other productions which are formed
by sea insects, and formerlycalled marine plants?
Shells, however abundant, form only a small
part of these productions, many of which origi-
nate in our seas, and particularly in the Mediter-
ranean.

The Red sea produces corals, madrepores,
and marine plants in the greatest abundance :
no part furnishes a greater variety than the port
of Tor 3 in calm weather so great a quantity
present themselves, that the bottom of the sea
resembles a forest ; some of the branched ma-
drepores are eight or ten feet high. In the

Mediterranean sea, at Marseilles, near the
Ii2 coasts
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