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thinking the shells will be found on the moun-
tains of Peru, especially if we search for them on
the rise of the mountain, and not at the summit.

The tops of the highest mountains are gene-
rally composed of rock, stone granite, and other
vitrifiable matters, which contain no shells.

All these matters were formed out of the beds
of the sand of the sea, which covered the tops of
these mountains. When the sea left them, the
sand and other light bodies were carried by the
waters into the plains, so that there remained
only rocks on the tops of the mountains, which
had been formed under those beds of sand. At
two, three, or four hundred fathoms below the
tops of these mountains, are often found marble
and other calcinable matter, which are dis-
posed in parallel strata, and contain shells and
other marine productions ; therefore it is not
surprising that M. de la Condamine did not
find any shells on these mountains, especially
if he sought for them in the elevated parts of
those mountains which are composed of rock,

free-stone, or vitrifiable sand ; but had he ex-
amined the lower parts of the Cordeliers, he
would undoubtedly have found strata of stone,
marble, earth, &c. mixed with shells; for
in every country where observations have
- | been
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