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trifled shells in the cultivated lands which are
whole, well preserved, and totally apart, have
been divided by the action of the frost, which

destroys the stone and suffers the petrified shells
to subsist a longer time.

This immense quantity of marine fossils

found in so many places, proves that they could

not have been transported thither by the de

luge; for if these shells had been brought on

the earth by a deluge, the greatest part would

have remained on the surface of the earth, or

at least would not have entered to the depth of

seven or eight hundred feet in the most solid

marble.

In all quarries these shells form a share ofthe

internal part of the stone, sometimes externally

covered with stalactites, which is much less an

cient matter than stone, which contains shells.

Another proof this happened not by a deluge

is, that bones, horns, claws, &c. of land animals,

are found but very rarely, and not at all in mar

ble and other hard stone; whereas if it was the

effect of a deluge, where all must have perished,

we should meet with the remains of land

animals as well as those of the sea.

It is a vain supposition
to pretend that all

the earth was dissolved at the deluge, nor can
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