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248 . ' BUFFON’S
we give any foundation to such idea, but by
supposing a second miracle, to give the water
the property of a universal dissolvent. Besides,
what annihilates the supposition, and renders it
even contradictory, is, that if-all matters were
dissolved by that water, yet shells have not been
so, since we find them entire and well 'preserved
in a!l the masses which are said to have been
dissolved; this evidently proves that there never
was such dissolution, and that the arrangement
of the parallel strata was not made in an instant,
but by successive sediments : for it is evident to
all who will take the trouble of observing, that
the arrangement of all the materials which com-
pose the globe, is the work of the waters. The
question therefore is only whether this arrange-
ment was made at once, or in a length of time :
now we have shewn it could not be done all at
once, because the materials have not kept the
order of specific weight, and there has not been a
general dissolution; therefore this arrangement
must have been produced by sediments deposited
in succession of time; any other revolution, mo-
tion, or cause, would have produced a very dif-
ferent arrangement. Besides, particular revo-
lutions, or accidental causes, could not have pro-

duced a similar effect on the whole globe.
' ' Let
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