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Let us see what the historian of the Academy
says on this subject, anno 1718, p. 3. “ The
numerous remains of extensive inundations, and
the manner in which we must conceive moun-
tains to have been formed, sufficiently proves
that great revolutions have happened to the
surface of the earth. As far as we have been
able to penetrate we find little else but ruins,
wrecks, and vast bodies heaped up together and
incorporated into one mass, without the smallest
appearance of order or design. If thereis some
kind of regular organization in the terrestrial
globe it is deeper than we have been able to
examine, and all our researches must terminate
in digging among the ruins of the external coat,
but which will still find sufficient employment
for our philosophers.

“ M. de Jussieu found in the environs of St.
Chaumont a great quantity of slaty or foliated
stones, every foliage of which was marked with
the impression of a branch, a leaf, or the frag-
ment of a leaf of some plant: the representa-
tions of leaves were exactly extended, as if
they had been carefully spread on the stone by
the hand ; this proves they had been brought
thither by the water, which alwayskeeps leaves
in that state : they were in different situations,
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