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sometimes two or three together. It may easily
be supposed that a leaf deposited by water upon
soft mud, and afterwards covered with another
layer of mud, imprints on the upper the image
of one of its two surfaces, anc on the under the
image of the other ; and on being hardened and
petrified would appear to have taken different
impressions 3 but, however natural this suppo-
sition may be, the fact is not so, for the two
laminz of stone bear impressions of the same side
of the leaf, the one in alto, the other in bas re-
leaf. It was M. Jussieu who made these ob-
servations on the figured stones of St. Chau-
mont ; to him we shall leave the explication,'
and pass to objects which are more general and
interesting.

¢« All the impressions on the stones of St.
Chaumont are of foreign plants; they are not
to be found in any part of France, but only'in
the East Indies or the hot climates of America;
they are for the most part capillary plants, ge-
nerally of the species of fern, whose hard and
compact coat renders them more able to imprint
and preserve themselves. Some leaves of Indian
plants imprinted on the stones of Germany ap-
peared astonishing to M. Leibnitz, but here we

find the same wonderful affair infinitely mul-
| | tiplied.
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