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able hills, from whence pure streams of waters

flow, to support the verdure"Of the earth; in

stead of those rich and flourishing meadows,

where plants and animals find agreeable sub

sistence; a dismal sea would cover the whole

globe, and the earth, deprived of all its valuable

qualities, would only remain an obscure and

forsaken planet, at best only destined for the

abode of fishes.

But independent of moral considerations,

which seldom form a proof in philosophy, there

is a physical necessity why the earth must be

irregular on its surface; for supposing it was

perfectly regular in its origin, the motion of

the waters, the subterraneous fires, the wind,

and other external causes, would, in course of

time, have necessarily produced irregularities

similar to those now seen.

The greatest inequalities next to the ele

vations ofmountains, arethe depths ofthe ocean;

this depth is very different even at great dis

tances from land; it is said there are parts

above a league deep, but those are few, and

the most general depths are from 6o to io

fathoms. The gulphsbordering on the coasts

are much less deep, and the straits are generally

the most shallow.
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