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large river: the others, though of a very con-
siderable extent, are dry, and at farthest have
only a small rivulet, These plains on moun-
tains are often very high, and difficult of access;
they form countries above other countries, as in
Auvergne, Savoy, and many other high places:
the soil 1s firm, and produces much grass, and
odoriferous plants, which render these plains
the best pasture in the world.

The summits of high mountains are com-
posed of rocks of different heights, which re-
semble from a distance’ the waves of the sea.
It is not on this observation alone we can rely
that the mountains have been formed by the
waves, I only relate it because it accords with
the rest : but that which evidently proves that
the sea once covered and formed mountains,
are the shells and other marine productions
found throughout in such great quantities,
that it is not-possible for them to have been
transported by the sea into such remote con-
tinents, and deposited to such considerable
depths; to this may be added, the horizontal
and parallel strata every where met with, and
which can only have been formed by the waters.
The composition even of the hardest matters,

as stone and marble, prove they had been re-
duced
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