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duced into fine powder before their formation,

and precipitated to the bottom of the water in

form of a sediment: it is' also proved by the-
exactness with which fossil-shells are moulded

in those matters in which they are found; the

inside of these shells are absolutely filled with

the same matters as that in which they are en

closed; the corresponding angles of mountains

and hills,which no other cause than the currents

of the sea could have been able to form; the

equality in the height of opposite hills, and beds

of different matters, formed at the same levels,

and, in short, the direction of mountains, whose

chains extend in length in the same direction as

the waves of the sea extend, incontestibly de

monstrate the fact.

With respect to the depths on the surface of

the earth, the greatest, without contradiction,

are the depths of the sea; but as they do not

present themselves to our sight, and as we can

only judge of them by the plumb line, we

shall only speak of those which appear on

dry land, such as the deep values between

mountains, the precipices between rocks, the

abysses perceived from the tops of mountains,

as the abyss of Mount Ararat, the precipices

of the Alps, the values of the Pyrennees, c.

These
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