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nionutnents of their riches and vanity, had been 
at the same expence to sound the earth, and 
make a deep excayation to the depth of a league, 
they, perhaps, might have found substances 
which would have a1nply recompensed the 
trouble, labour, and expence, or at least ·we 
should have received information on the mat­
ters of w·hich the i~ternal part of the globe is 
composed, \vhich 1night have been very usefui, 

and 'vhich w·e at present have not. 
But let us r eturn to the mountains; the 

highest are in the southern ~ountries, and the 

nearer we approach the equator, the more in­
equalities 've £nd on t}1e surface of the globe. 

rfhis is easy to prove, by a short enumeration 

of the mountains and islands. 
In America, the chain of the , Cordcliers, 

the I highest mountains of the earth, is exactly 

under the equator, and extends on the t'vo 

sides far beyond the tropic circles. 

In Africa~ the highest mountains of the Moon, 

and Monomotapa, the great and the little Atlas, 

·are under the equator, or not far fron1 it. 
In Asia, l\fount C~ucasu~, the chain of \V hich 

extends under different names as far as the 
mountains · of China, is nearer the equator 

than the poles. 
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