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rains in the Andes: fourthly, in the Sierras,
between the Lanos and the Andes, it rains
from September to April.

It was for a long time supposed, that the
chains of the high mountains run from west to
cast, till the contrary was found in America.
But no person before M. Bourguet discovered
the surprising regularity of the structure of
those great masses: he found (after having
crossed the Alps thirtytimes in fourteen different
parts of it, twice over the Apennine mountains,
and made divers tours in the environs of these
mountains, and of Mount Jura) that all
mountains are formed nearly after the manner
of works of a fortification. When the body
of the mountain runs from east to west, it
forms prominences, which face the north and
south ; this wonderful regularity 1s so striking
in vallies, that we seem to walk in a very regu-
lar covered way; if, for example, we travel in
a valley from north to south, we perceive that
the mountain on the right forms projections
which front the east, and those of the moun-
tain on the left front the west, so that the sa-
lant angles of one side reciprocally answer the
returning angles of the other, which are always

alternatively opposed to them. The angles
which
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