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In the first class we distinguish two kinds of
sands ; the one, which is more abundant than
any other matter of the globe, is vitrifiable, or
rather is only fragments of actual glass; the
other, whose quantity is much less, is calcinable,
and must be looked upon as the powder of
stone, and which differs only from gravel by
the size of the grains. The vitrifiable sand is,
in gencral, deposited in beds, which are often
mterrupted by masses of free-stone, granite, and
flint ; and sometimes these matters are also in
banks of great extent.

LDy examining these vitrifiable matters, we
find only a few sea shells there, and those not
placed in beds, but dispersed about as if thrown
there by chance. Tor example, I have never
seen them in free-stone; that stone which is
very plenty in certain places, is only composed
of sandy parts, which are re-united, and are only
met with in sandy soils ; and the quarries of it
are 'generally in peaked hills and in divided
eminences. We may work these quarries in
all directions, and if they are in large beds, they
are much farther from each other than in quar-
ries of calcinable stone or marble. Blocks of
free-stone may be cut of all dimensions and in
all directions, although it i1s difficult to work,
' 1t




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


