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ter of which is different from that of the lava;,
for this is a kind of glass, whereas the other ap-
pears to be more metallic than vitreous. The
sharp picces in free-stone, and rock, resemble
greatly the first matter, which seems still to
prove that all these matters have been formerly
liquified by fire.

We sometimes see on the upper parts of
mountains, a prodigious quantity of blocks of
this mixed rock ; their position is so irregular
that they appear to have been thrown there by
chance, and it might be thought they had
fallen from some neighbouring height, if the
places where they arc found were hot raised
above the other parts. But their vitrifiable
nature, and their angular and square figures,
like those of free-stone, discover them to be
of one common origin. Thus in the great
beds of vitrifiable sand, blocks of free-stone
and rock are formed, whose figures and situa-
tions do not exactly follow the horizontal posi-
tion of these strata. The rain, by degrees, car-
ried away from the summits of the hills and
mountains the sand which at first covered them,
and then began to furrow and cut those hills
into the spaces which are found between
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