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the nucleus in free-stone, as the hills of Fon-

tainbleau are intersected. Fach hilly point an-

swers to a nucleus in a quarry of free-stone,

and each interval has been excavated and loosen-

ed by the rain, which has caused the sand, they

at first contained,\ to flow into the vallies ; so

likewise the highest mountains, whose summits

are composed of rocks, and terminated by these
angular blocks of granite, have formerly been

covered with vitrifiable sand,and the rain -having

carried away the sand which covered them,

they remained on the tops of the mountains in
the position they were formed. These blocks
generally present points; they increase in size
in proportion as they descend ; one block often
rests upon another, the second upon a third,
and’so on, leaving irregular intervals between
them : and as in time the rain washed away all
the sand which covered these different parts on
the top of the high mountains, they would re-
main naked, forming larger or lesser points;
and this is the origin of the peaks or horns of
mountains.

For supposing, as it is easy to prove by the
marine productions we find there, that the chain
of the Alps was formerly covered by the sea,
and that above this chain there was a great
‘ thickness
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