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thickness of vitrifiable sand, which rendered the
whole mountains a flat and level country. In
this depth of sand, there would necessarily be
formed granite, free-stone, flint, and all matters.
which take their origin and figure in sand,
nearly in a similar manner to that of the crys-.
tallisation of saits. These blocks once formed
would support their original positions, after the
rains and torrents had carried away the sand
which surrounded them, and being left bare
formed all those peaks or pointed eminences
we see¢ in. so many places. This i1s also the
origin of those high and detached rocks found
in. China and other countries, as in Ireland,
where they are called the Devil’s stones, and
whose formation as well as that of the peaks
of mountains, had hitherto appeared so difficult
to explain ; nevertheless the explanation which
I have given is so natural, that it directly pre-
sents itself to the mind of those who examine
these objects, and I must here quote what
Father Tatre says, ‘ From. Yanchu-in-yen,
we came to Hoytcheou, and on the road met
with, something particular, rocks of an extra-
ordinary height, of the shape of a large square
tower,.and situate in' the midst of vast plains::
I cannot: account: for it, unless. by supposing
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