http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm
NATURAL HISTORY. 287

they were formerly mountains, from which the
rain having washed away the earth that sur-
rounded them, thus left the rocks entirely bare.
What strengthens this conjecture is, that we
saw some which, towards the base, are still
covered with earth to a considerable height.”
The summits of the highest mountains are
composed of rocks, of granite, free-stone, and
other hard and vitrifiable inatters, and this
often as deep as two or three hundred fathoms;
below which we often meet with quarries of
marble, or hard stone, filled with fossil-shells,
and whose matter is calcinable ; as may be re-
marked at Great Chartreuse, in Dauphiny, and
on Mount Cenis, where the stone and marble,
which contains shells, are some hundred fathoms
below the summits, points and peaks of high
mountains; although these stoncs are more
than a thousand fathom above the level of the
sea. Thus mountains, whereon we see points
or peaks, are generally vitrifiable rock, and
those whose summits are flat, mostly contain
marble and hard stones filled with marine pro-
ductions. It is the same with respect to hilis,
for those containing granite, or free-stone, are
mostly intersected with points, eminences, cavi-

ties, depths, and small mtcrmedzatc valleys ; on
the
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