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It will be perceived that this Black Sea, which

-should rather be considered as a great lake, has

almost three times more extent from east to

west than from north to south, and conse

quently its direction is similar to the rivers in

general. It is the same with the Mediterranean,

whose length from east to west is about ix

times greater than from north to south.

The Caspian Sea, according to the chart

drawn by the order of Czar Peter I.. has more

extent from the south to the north than from

east to west; whereas in the ancient charts it

appears almost round, or rather more broad

from east to west than from south to north;

but if we consider the lake Aral as a part

of the Caspian Sea, from which it is separat

ed only by plains of sand, we shall find the

length is from the western coast of the Cas

pian Sea s far as the greatest border of Lake

Aral.

So likewise the Euphrates, the Persian

guiph, and almost all the rivers in China run

from west to east; all the rivers in Africa be

yond Barbary flow from east to west, or from

west to east, and there are only the rivers of

Barbary and the Nile which
flow from south

to north. There are, in fact, great rivers in

Ppz
Asia
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