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Water; on the contrary, if the wind blows in

the sanie directions with the current, the inun

dation will be much less, and will more speedily
decline.

"The swelling of the Nile, bays lvi. Granger,
and its inundations, has a long time employed
the learned; most of them have looked upon
it as marvellous, although nothing can be

more natural, and is every ay to be seen in

every country throughout the world. It is the

rains which fall in Abyssinia and Ethiopia which

cause the swelling and inundation of that river,

though the north wind must be regarded as the

principal cause. i. Because the north wind

drives the clouds which contain this rain into

Abyssinia. 2. Because, blowing against the

mouths ofthe Nile, it causes the waters to return

against the stream, and thus prevents them from

running out in any great quantity: this circum

stance may be every season observed, for when

the wind, being at the north, suddenly veers to

the south, the Nile loses in one day more than

it gathers in four."

Inundations are generally greatest in the

upper part of rivers, because the velocity of a

river continues always increasing until it arrives

at the sea, for the reasons we have related.
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