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millions 800 thousand in a day; but a cubical
mile contains 125 millions cubical perches;
therefore 26 days is required to convey 2a cu-
bical mile of water to the sea : it remains there-
fore only to determine the proportion between
the river Po and all the rivers of the earth
taken together, which is impossible to do pre-
cisely. But to know it pretty exactly, let us
suppose that the quantity of water which the
sea receives by the large rivers in all coun-
tries is proportional to the extent and surface
of these countries, and that consequently the
country watered by the Po, and other rivers
which fall therein, is in the same proportion on
the surface of the whole earth, as the Po is
to all the rivers of the earth. Now by the
most correct charts, the Po, from its source
to its mouth, traverses a tract 380 miles
long, and the rivers which fall therein, on each
side, proceed from the springs and rivers 6o
miles distant from the Po; therefore this great
river, and the others it receives, waters a
tract 380 miles long, and .120 miles broad,
which makes 450,600 square miles, but the
surface of all the dry land is 85,490,506
square miles}; consequently all the water which
the rivers carry to the sea, will be 1974 times

' greater
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